
2018/2019 Club Membership Dues are now due!! 
Please bring your $40 membership renewal dues to the next meeting, or mail 
them to: Mark Hogan, 21-455 Hyde Park Road, London ON N6H 3R9 
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November’s meeting 
 

Nothing is better at the start of a meeting than the performance of 
someone wanting to join the club. And it was Malachi Davey’s turn to impress 
– and he did so with three card tricks: A selected card turned invisible, then 
became the only face up card in the deck; an “Any Card at Any Number” 
routine; and a nice Triumph effect where the cards were shuffled face up and 
face down and yet the cards put themselves back in order except for the chosen 
card! 

 
That was enough for us: Welcome to the club, Malachi! 
 
Mike Fisher then showed us a number of items he was selling – and 

other members were encouraged to do the same in future meetings. He also has 
produced a book for his “Fair to Foul: Twisted transition of Magic and Magicians” 
lecture now available to purchase.  

 
He also gave us additional info he didn’t give in his lecture: information on 

The Davenport Brothers (known for their spirit cabinet); and Maskelyne & 
Cooke (famous for their “Will, the Witch and the Watchman” theatrical play 
using illusions). He then showed some classic escape effects used in the day, 
including a rope tie escape; a shackle escape; a padlock & stock; thumb cuffs; a 
thumb tie strap; and a set of Harry Anderson handcuffs. 

 

Next Meeting:   
 
Date: Wednesday, DECEMBER 12 
Time: 7:30 PM 
 
Topic:   ROUND ROBIN! 
Beal Secondary School 
525 Dundas Street, London  
Room 253 
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We Want Your Reviews and Tricks! 
Please send any original reviews, magic 

tricks or routines to: 
magic_london@yahoo.ca 

Mike also showed some restaurant magic he typically performs (at the 
request of Serge Pereira, who just got his first restaurant gig!). Mike 
performed a prediction effect with 3 items; and a Three Card Monte using blank 
card and a signature card that ends up in his wallet! Mike and Keith O’Brien 
then lead a discussion of how to perform restaurant magic, including how to 
approach the table (thanks, Mike, for all the one-liners!); taking a character; 
types of tricks that work at tables; dealing with hecklers; how long to stay at a 
table; etc. 

 
Serge Pereira then demonstrated some of the effects he would use at 

his first restaurant performance, including billard ball from wallet; a nice finger 
ring transposition; and a prediction effect where the spectator cuts into a list of 
words, cutting through the predicted item. (Spoiler alert: After Serge performed 
his first night, he was hired back for an additional night! Congrats, Serge!! 

 
 
Thanks to Mike, Keith and Serge for sharing their knowledge, experience, 

and tricks! 
 
         Mark Hogan 
 
 

November Meeting 
I 
DATE:    Wednesday, December 12 
TIME:    7:30 PM  
PLACE:  Beal Secondary School 
     525 Dundas Street, London 
      Room 253 
 
   

TOPIC:  ROUND ROBIN! 
 
The idea is simple – we go around the table to each person & they 

present anything they have or can think of. We keep going until we run out of 
tricks … or collapse from exhaustion. 

 
Bring anything you have that you want to share … and as many of them 

as you like … or just do something impromptu that comes into your head. 
Everyone gets their chance to shine … and we all get to see a LOT of magic.  

 
Dust off some tried-and-true effects or demo something you’ve never 

done … we’d love to see them all! 
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News Of Interest 
 
Browser’s Bash 2019 – James Harrison 
(Browser’s Den) 

Tickets for the 2019 Browser’s Magic Bash 
are now available. 

VIP Platinum tickets were already sold out 
after one day! But there are still Gold ($149 + 
HST), Silver ($129 + HST)and Bronze tickets ($99 
+ HST) available. And prices include meals! 

 

 

The 2019 Browser’s Bash (the fifth edition 
of this event) will be held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 9:00am to 
9:00pm at the same location as in past years, the Montecasino Hotel and 
Event Venue (3710 Chesswood Drive, Toronto ON M3J 2P6), located just north 
of downtown Toronto. 

 

One of this year’s Bash 
performers is James Harrison. 
James is a Toronto based 
Professional magician with over a 
decade of experience. James has 
performed all over North America, 
entertaining companies such as 
Microsoft, Rogers, and Harley 
Davidson. 

James Harrison has always 
had a love for magic, but he did 
not devote his attention to it full time until a knee injury in 2002 sidelined his 
goal of becoming a professional athlete.  

Focused on mastering his craft, James excelled; in nine months he was 
hired for his first professional performance. He has gone on to perform all over 
North America (including Las Vegas) and has won several awards along the way. 
He was nominated twice for excellence in the arts and was named A-1 Radio's 
2016 Magician of the Year).  

James is known as “Canada’s Pickpocket Magician”! 

 

For more information on the Browser’s Bash or to purchase tickets, visit: 

 https://www.browsersden.com/bash 
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I’m not looking for 
applause, I’m looking for 
gasps 
(Express.co.uk) 

For the past eight months 
illusionist Dynamo, who hails from 
a Bradford council estate, has been 
in and out of hospital battling 
Crohn's bowel disease along with 

arthritis in his spine and hands, which would have ended the careers of lesser 
magicians. 

However, the man, who famously walked across the River Thames just to 
show it is possible to apparently walk on water, has confounded the doomsayers 
with a unique new routine for a small stage. 
 

And to help the audience understand why he's had to change his style, 
the 35-year-old sprinkles the show with personal insights about his struggles. 
Designed to feel slightly spooky, it is the perfect venue for magic shows with a 
dark edge. 
 

Realising that arthritis has robbed him of some dexterity in his hands, he 
calls on people in the audience to join him on stage for psychic-like routines, 
during which you could hear a pin drop. 
 

I was among the audience spellbound at the first night last Thursday, 
when the curtains came back to reveal him, dressed casually in black jeans and 
jumper, sitting behind an old school desk explaining that he got into magic while 
in hospital as a youth fighting Crohn's. Watching him amuse, baffle and intrigue 
the audience with mindboggling tricks showed it was not a misspent youth, and 
there was little evidence the disease has drained his magical powers. 
 

As the audience meandered home, discussing how to figure out his tricks, 
Steven Frayne, Dynamo's real name, spoke of how much his miraculous 
comeback means to him. 
 

During one routine, he asks members of the audience to join him on stage 
so he can channel the emotions they are feeling through another spectator, who 
has to guess what each emotion is. 

 
Dynamo appears to read their thoughts with ease and then channel them 

through another person, something which was startling to witness. "I'd only ever 
done this before with people I know, so it was a lot different with random people 
from the audience," he says. "It's exciting, initially, not knowing what is going 
through their heads, what emotions they were going to think about. 
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"When I was in hospital recovering from my illness, I didn't know whether 

I would be able to use my hands at all, so I had to reevaluate my approach to 
get past the whole stage of wallowing in my sickness. 
 

"I told myself, 'I'm not going to let this hold me back. I need to get back 
out there.' If I can't do magic there's nothing worth living for. Magic is life for 
me. I love it so much, I'm just so passionate about it. When I'm on stage I'm 
exposed and I give it my all, everything. Now I create acts for audience 
members to empower them to do incredible feats." 

 
In one routine an audience member, apparently under his thought 

control, was asked to solve a Rubik's Cube puzzle. 
 
Dynamo says: "I'm no Derren 

Brown but I'm good at reading 
people. I have an intuition to pick the 
right sort of spectators. I have a lot 
of connection because the audience 
is so close. They can reach out and 
touch me. They can look into my 
eyes and I can look into their eyes. 
For me the show is a lot more 
intense and personally revealing than 
stuff I've done in the past. I'm not 
just looking for rounds of applause. I 
want gasps in the room. I want 
tension." 
 

Although his TV show Magician Impossible reached 400 million viewers 
worldwide and the Seeing Is Believing tour sold 700,000 tickets, he now seems 
more comfortable with audiences a fraction of the size. 
 

"I've spent most of the last decade performing on TV and in huge 
theatres, and now I want to take my magic into an intimate space, where people 
feel relaxed because their every need is taken care of, and because they can see 
every corner of the room," he says. 

 
"It's in spaces like this where we can really create a sense of disbelief and 

astonishment that hasn't been felt before. "There's no better place for this than 
the Mandrake – it has a real atmosphere of mystical opulence which will make 
this experience truly one of a kind." 
 

Dynamo recently performed in a variety show at the London Palladium to 
mark Prince Charles's 70th birthday. Both are members of the Magic Circle, an 
elite society of stage magicians. Whenever they meet, the Prince reportedly 
always greets him with the words, "How's tricks?" 
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"He's got a great sense of humour," says Dynamo. "He always makes me 
laugh and smile. I'm amazed because he follows my progress and struggles, and 
cares about what I've been up to." 
 

 
Science Channel greenlights 
“Houdini’s Last Secrets” docuseries 
(HollywoodReporter.com) 

 

Magicians, engineers, illusionists and more 
have assembled to discuss some of Houdini's 
most famous death-defying stunts.  

Houdini's Last Secrets, a docuseries about 
famed magician Harry Houdini's methods, is 
coming to Science Channel. The show will feature 
commentary from magicians, engineers and 
illusionists, as well as a descendant of Houdini's, 
in an attempt to uncover the science behind 
some of his most mind-boggling stunts.  

Magician Lee Terbosic, stunt-builder 
Steve Wolf and Houdini's grand-nephew 
George Hardeen will participate in the four-part 
series, which seeks to unravel the mystery 
around the man who caught a speeding bullet, 

survived live burial and imprisoned himself inside a water tank, spurring 
celebrity and conspiracy theories. The show will also look into the late 
magician's personal life, through authentic scrapbooks, letters and pictures, to 
piece together his legacy. 

“Harry Houdini is the definition of mind-blowing,” said Marc Etkind, 
general manager of Science Channel. “He was clearly ahead of his time when it 
came to using engineering to accomplish his stunts, so much so that his 
methods continue to be debated by today’s master magicians. It’s no wonder 
that just the name Houdini still stirs the imagination of people, nearly a century 
after his death.” 

Each episode in the series will focus on one of Houdini's death-defying 
tricks, with the premiere centering on his famous water torture cell escape. The 
remainder of the episodes will explore more stunts, including burning alive, live 
burial and catching a bullet. 

Houdini's Last Secrets is set to premiere at 10 p.m. Jan. 6. 

The series is produced by Megalomedia for Science Channel. Executive 
producers for Megalomedia are Jonathan Zowaradan and David Barsky, and 
Wyatt Channell is executive producer for Science Channel. 
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The Shell Game is a free newsletter sent to 
members of the London Magicians Guild 
and other people in the community 
interested in magic. 
 
Opinions expressed do not reflect the views 
of the London Magicians Guild.  
 

London Magicians Guild web site: 
magiclondon.brinkster.net 

 
London Magicians Guild e-mail: 

magic_london@yahoo.ca 
 


