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December’s meeting 
 

A last-minute school event didn’t stop us from getting together before the 
Christmas holidays – when Peter Mennie stepping in to offer that we meet at 
his home, how could we refuse? With all of Peter’s magic collections, library, 
posters, etc. it was the perfect setting! 

 
Peter lead off the night with his own creation – a thought-of card is turned 

invisible and ends up between two Jokers that have been on the table the entire 
time! 

 
And that started the ball rolling, as most everyone came prepared with 

something. Mark Hogan performed the “Rub-a-dub-dub” Cups & Balls routine, 
done to a poem and ending with then display of four golf balls; and Peter 
Mennie and Mike Fisher impressed our guest Vito D’Amico with their dice 
changes. 

 
Heather Meadows displayed an impressive series of coin vanishes; 

Keith O’Brien fooled us badly with a new book test, a mysterious changing set 
of gum packets and other goodies; and Mike Fisher performed his terrific Okito 
coin box routine. 

 
And it didn’t stop there. Kyle Robinson removes the spots from a die by 

putting it on top of a mirror; Serge Pereira performed Daniel Ortiz’s “Or Not” 
where cards are moved in a deck at random and three reversed cards are still 
known by Serge. He also changed the writing on his business card to match a 
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We Want Your Reviews and Tricks! 
Please send any original reviews, magic 

tricks or routines to: 
magic_london@yahoo.ca 

selected card.  
 
There was lots of other magic going on in smaller groups – I just couldn’t 

keep up! 
 
Thanks to everyone for making the night so much fun (especially Vito 

from all his applause!) – and especially to Peter Mennie for being such an 
awesome host! 

 
         Mark Hogan 
 
 

January’s Meeting 
I 
DATE:    Wednesday, January 9 
TIME:    7:30 PM  
PLACE:  Beal Secondary School 
     525 Dundas Street, London 
      Room 253 
 
   

TOPIC:  ROUND ROBIN! 
 
The idea is simple – we go around the table to each person & they 

present anything they have or can think of. We keep going until we run out of 
tricks … or collapse from exhaustion. 

 
Bring anything you have that you want to share … and as many of them 

as you like … or just do something impromptu that comes into your head. 
Everyone gets their chance to shine … and we all get to see a LOT of magic.  

 
Dust off some tried-and-true effects or demo something you’ve never 

done … we’d love to see them all! 
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News Of Interest 
 
Browser’s Bash 2019 – Chris Capehart 
(Browser’s Den) 

Tickets for the 2019 Browser’s Magic Bash 
are now available. 

VIP Platinum tickets were already sold out 
after one day! But there are still Gold ($149 + 
HST), Silver ($129 + HST)and Bronze tickets ($99 
+ HST) available. And prices include meals! 

 

 

The 2019 Browser’s Bash (the fifth edition 
of this event) will be held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 9:00am to 
9:00pm at the same location as in past years, the Montecasino Hotel and 
Event Venue (3710 Chesswood Drive, Toronto ON M3J 2P6), located just north 
of downtown Toronto. 

 

One of this year’s Bash 
performers is Chris 
Capehart.  

Chris is an 
entertainment machine! You 
will laugh, be amazed, laugh, 
be baffled, laugh, learn 
incredible time-tested 
routines and did we say… you 
will laugh? 

Chris Capehart’s magic 
is part of the esteemed “Stars 
Of Magic” series. Even when 
you know how it is done you will not believe your eyes! This and so much more 
will be taught and shown… And in case we didn’t mention it… you will laugh! 

Chris will be part of an incredible line-up for our 5th Anniversary Browser’s 
Magic Bash which will be  happening SATURDAY April 13th, 2019! 

Of course we will have many more surprises to come to make the day a 
jammed packed magical celebration! 

Several years ago we saw Chris perform on a big stage in front of huge 
audience. The show was filled with very well known magicians from all parts of 
the world. The truth is...he stole the show! He always steals the show...he is 
that good! And that much FUN! 
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Also we are thrilled and humbled that you have made the 'Bash' the 
biggest one day magic event in North America! Tickets are selling quickly 
and we are ahead of last year’s sales 

 

For more information on the Browser’s Bash or to purchase tickets, visit: 

 https://www.browsersden.com/bash 
 
 
 

Ricky Jay passes away 
(Fox News) 

Ricky Jay, a magician, historian of 
oddball entertainers and actor who appeared in 
"Boogie Nights" and other films, has died. He 
was 72. 

Jay died of natural causes at his home in 
Los Angeles, according to his manager Winston Simone. Jay died Saturday. 

Jay appeared in several films and television series, including as a 
cameraman in "Boogie Nights"; in "Magnolia" and "Tomorrow Never Dies"; and 
in HBO's "Deadwood." He consulted on "Ocean's Thirteen" and "Forrest Gump" 
and collected rare books on unusual entertainers and performers dating back 
hundreds of years. 

His one-man shows played to packed audiences, where his sleight-of-
hand artistry impressed even fellow magicians. In one famous trick, he would 
pierce a watermelon with a card flung through the air. 

He also wrote several books on games, magic and magicians, including 
"Dice: Deception, Fate and Rotten Luck." 

Jay was fond of stories of oddball characters, gamblers and con men in 
history, and wrote a book celebrating the artistry of Matthias Buchinger, an 
18th-century German magician born without legs and hands. 

Buchinger artifacts collected by Jay were featured in a 2015 exhibit at 
New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

"The breadth of his knowledge and appreciation for magic and the allied 
arts was truly remarkable," fellow actor and magician Neal Patrick Harris 
tweeted. "Such sad news, such a profound loss." 

Jay frequently worked with the playwright David Mamet, who produced 
his one-man show "Ricky Jay & His 52 Assistants." That sold out all its New York 
City performances and won an Obie Award for off-Broadway theater productions. 
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A later Mamet-produced off-Broadway show, "Ricky Jay: On the Stem," 
played to packed houses for six months. The Associated Press called it a 
"whirlwind, rollicking journey through forgotten New York history — with specific 
attention paid to the oddball characters who thrived decades ago on Broadway." 

Jay also appeared in Mamet films such as "House of Games," ''State and 
Main" and "Heist." 

Survivors include Jay's wife, Chrisann Verges. 

 

 
Inventing a new magic trick 
(Tim Quinlan - InsideMagic.com) 

 

What goes into inventing a magic trick? 

That’s a question we are trying to 
answer as we develop, possibly for sale, 
an effect that could be popular with close-
up magicians.  Because that’s what we do, 
close-up magic, it seemed natural to make 
commercial offerings of the tricks we do 
for audiences in the amateur rooms at The 
Magic Castle. 

So we have this trick that audiences seem to enjoy and it really just 
depends on sleight of hand invented by our forbears.  We don’t know who 
invented the classic force – perhaps Johann Hofzinser back in the 1800s or 
someone more recent.  We want to credit the right person and so we search.   

The second part of the trick involves a false pass of an object. Who 
invented that? Maybe one of Hofzinser’s friends or students or maybe it was T. 
Nelson Downs (“The King of Koins”). We want to credit this move to its rightful 
owner as well. 

But inventing a trick means more than giving credit to the right person.  
We found we needed to write instructions for magicians wishing to practice the 
effect and performing it to maximum effect.  We are not big on giving a link to 
the magician and letting him or her find the instruction video on-line.  It seems 
impersonal and an easy way out.  We’re more of a UF Grant kind of 
organization with illustrated instructions covering each move and describing how 
to perform said move. 

Let’s assume we get past the crediting and the instruction writing, the 
next step will be to come up with a name that grabs users’ attention.  We never 
had a name for this trick.  It was always just the effect we working on.  We’ll 
have to work on that as well. 
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Finally, we have to write ad copy that doesn’t mislead potential buyers.  
We want to be honest about the effect to be presented from the audience’s point 
of view, the skills necessary to perform the effect, any angle issues, and 
whether the performer will need to practice to perform. 

Let’s assume we get the ad copy correct and have no blatant lies in our 
listing, we will have to get friends and associates to write one sentence, 
objective recommendations for the effect.  We know some influential people and 
maybe they would be kind enough to write such praise.  We’d like some of the 
praise to follow the current trend of “fooled me badly,” “the kind of trick you will 
carry always” “I was floored” “Not since biblical times has such a miracle been 
seen,” “I rank the inventions as Sliced Bread, [the yet to be named trick] and 
the cotton gin,” “if I could buy only one trick that I would use constantly it would 
be …” “the finest trick of its kind anywhere” or the ever popular “I wish this 
wasn’t being sold so I could be the only one who had it.” 

Then comes the pricing.  We don’t know how to price an ordinary deck of 
cards (with which one can perform second deals) and the special gimmicks that 
make the trick possible.  We’re thinking the cards could be supplied by the 
performer so we would only need to send the gimmicks.  They don’t weight too 
much – maybe a couple of ounces but they are specially made and cost us about 
$14 each.  So we’re looking at a total cost of $30 or so.  By checking mark-up of 
similar effects, we figure that means we should charge anywhere from $45 to 
$75. 

Of course the second we launch the effect, we’ll learn from the various 
forums that the trick was actually invented by someone either a year ago or 
back in the 1920s.  We’ll feel terrible, apologize and take it off the market. 

That’s just how we work.  We believe in not stealing effects, even if it is 
done without actual knowledge.  We don’t steal jokes either.  In fact, we have a 
non-stealing philosophy about most things … we’re this side of taking things we 
don’t own outright. 

We wonder how so many magicians can invent new tricks, take the 
criticism of theft that comes from the magic public; or worse, failure to properly 
credit the innovators who invented parts of the trick.  They must have iron 
constitutions.  It would send us into a shame spiral – and not a good kind where 
you’re ashamed that you won a beauty contest over someone who came in 
second only because she couldn’t remember a good answer to one of those 
questions asked by celebrity judges.  A bad kind of shame spiral where you 
doubt everything you have ever done and assume no one like you. 

We thought about copyrighting, patenting or trademarking the trick to 
prevent theft – assuming we are the inventor of the trick but our research shows 
that none of these intellectual property laws would help.  Copyright goes to the 
expression of an idea on paper or in action.  We could copyright our instructions 
but someone could come along with a new set of instructions and avoid a 
copyright claim.  A trademark only protects indications of origin of the effect.  As 
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long as the thief differentiated the source with a new trademark or name for the 
trick – which right now would be easy because it doesn’t have a name – he or 
she would be scott-free.  A patent would not help because we would have to 
expose the secret to the patent office and to the world.  There would be nothing 
to sell, the secret would be out.  There are plenty of examples of patented magic 
tricks.  We would normally link such things but do not want to give away secrets 
— even very old ones. 

Maybe we’ll keep the trick in our act, teach magicians we know if they 
ask, and watch as they improve upon it in their performances.  No shame spiral 
is likely and pride is almost certain to come. 

 
The richest magicians in the world 
(Neil Strong - Sivweek.com) 

 
Ever wonder who are the richest magicians in the world? If you follow 

magic, most of the names will not be likely shock you. And looking at the 
numbers, it’s all the more incentive to practice, practice, practice … 

 
Here’s the list as compiled by The Siver Week: 
 
https://sivweek.com/the-richest-wizards-of-our-time-photos/7524/ 
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