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April’s meeting 
 

Before the night’s theme (Video Night) got underway, Heather Meadows 
was ready to do her performance to join the club. First she had Kyle Robinson 
select a card and tried to divine it – bit to no avail. So she made him stand and 
focus on the card – but still nothing. Finally Kyle looked in his pocket and there 
was the selected card! 

 
Heather also performed a linking ring routine where the rings were thrown 

to her by the audience and linked! Finally, Heather has a selected card found 
inside a card box! A terrific performance – congratulations to Heather on joining 
the club! 
 

It was time for the videos, and the first one up was one near and dear to 
our hearts – Bill Abbott’s Chairs DVD by our very own Steve Seguin. Not only 
is it an awesome effect, and Steve gives a master class in managing the 
spectators and presenting the routine, but it includes three of the best assistants 
ever put on DVD – Mike, Peter and Mark! 

 
Mike Fisher brought The Magic Show DVD including Doug Henning 

performing his famous 1974 Broadway play which ran 4 1/2 years! Mike also 
brought a DVD of a 1955 TV show that showed Roy Benson performing the 
classic Chinese sticks and another doing a terrific Miser’s Dream. 
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We also watched performances from the lecture DVD of Stephen 
Balgatze, where he performed a very funny “Balls in the Net” as well as a well 
designed and executed routine involving a Chop Cup, a watch steal and a Bill in 
Lemon! 

 
And there was live magic to be had as well! Serge Pereira showed his 

take on the classic Triumph effect, where a mixed deck reversed itself back to 
normal except for the selected card! And Mike Fisher showed off a new Okito 
Box “portable portal” routine he has created where four coins penetrate the coin 
box, only to find that the coin box was completely solid! 

 
Kyle Robinson showed 5 cards with one different back, and when it was 

removed, they had all different backs! He also placed two selected cards 
between a red 2 and 9, and the selections turned into additional red 2 and red 
9!  

 
Keith O’Brien (taking off working on his highly sought-after Cascading 

Cards displays!) created the imprint on a Sharpie pen to vanish and appear on a 
signed bill! He also performed Agus Tjui’s Leap, a wonderful penetration of a 
coin through a glass into a shot glass! 

 
Many thanks for everyone who came out to share their favourite DVD’s 

and some great magic! 
 
         Mark Hogan 
 
 

March’s Meeting 
I 
DATE:    Wednesday, May 9 
TIME:    7:30 PM  
PLACE:  Beal Secondary School 
     525 Dundas Street, London 
      T-253 
 
   

 
TOPIC:  CUPS & BALLS! 

 
They pack small – they play big! And Houdini once said that you aren’t a 

magician unless you can perform Cups & Balls. So let’s dive into the most 
ancient of magic effects. 

 
If you’ve got a Cups & Balls routine, please bring it out and show us your 

favourite routine. If you’ve got a Cups & Balls set, but not a routine, bring it and 
you’ll learn one!  
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We Want Your Reviews and Tricks! 
Please send any original reviews, magic 

tricks or routines to: 
magic_london@yahoo.ca 

 
And if you don’t have a Cups & Balls set, don’t worry – we’ll make sure 

you have something you can use so you can learn a routine using the most 
famous props in magic history. 
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News Of Interest 
 

Dynamo opens up about 
Crohn’s disease 
(Stuff.co.nz) 

Magician Dynamo has revealed 
that his battle with Crohns disease has 
caused a drastic change in his 
appearance. 

Dynamo, whose real name is 
Steven Frayne explained on Twitter, he has been suffering with the disease 
since the age of 14, but a recent bout was brought on when he was admitted to 
hospital with food poisoning eight months ago. 

"I've been keeping a bit more of a low profile as I got really sick and 
ended up in hospital last summer due to a really bad type of food poisoning - 
which having Crohn's disease and food poisoning very bad combination," he 
said. 

The treatment offered for Crohn's disease is usually steroid medication to 
reduce the inflammation, which can cause weight gain and swelling of the face. 

"As you can see my appearance has changed a lot due to my medication 
and all my medication has caused me to put on a lot of weight, as well as a rash 
which is all over my head and is actually all over my body, but thankfully you 
guys only have to see this part of my body." 

He added that along with weight gain, side effects of his steroids 
medication includes arthritis so severe that he is now 'unable to shuffle a pack of 
cards', and that his hands, knees, toes, ankles and neck are affected. 

The 34-year-old told British tabloid The Mirror that despite having half of 
his stomach removed, he wakes up with "excruciating pain" in the mornings. He 
also follows a strict diet to help manage his symptoms. 
 

Although there is no long term cure currently available for the condition 
Dynamo says he refuses to let it hold him back. 

"Because of my illness I can't eat dairy, gluten, fats or a lot of vegetables. 
So for breakfast I'll have something like a tuna sandwich with gluten-free bread 
and mayonnaise. Once, I had popcorn for a snack and spent two weeks in 
hospital. If I'm out all day I bring my meals in Tupperware boxes." 

He previously told The Mirror that although her hasn't had to have a 
colostomy bag yet, he may need one in the future. 
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"If you've got Crohn's then you just have to get on with it, deal with the 
negative things that come with it, and not let it change the happiness in your 
life. You can't help it; it's what it is." 

Dynamo has added three new shows to his New Zealand tour due to "hot 
demand", his promoters say. 

The magician will play Wellington's TSB Arena on July 23 and 24, and has 
added an evening performance on July 28 to his Auckland schedule. 

 

 

Why magic works – tricking the 
brain 
(TheConversation.com) 

The magician snaps his fingers and a 
ball disappears right in front of your eyes. 
How is this possible, you ask yourself? You 
have a pretty good understanding of how 
objects behave and you know from 
experience that objects cannot simply 

disappear into thin air, yet this is exactly what you see. Magic is one of the 
oldest art forms and since written records began, magicians have baffled and 
amazed their audiences by creating illusions of the impossible. While most of 
their tricks remain precious secrets, scientists, myself among them, have started 
studying magic to gain insights into how and why our minds are so easily 
deceived.  

Magic allows you to experience the impossible. It creates a conflict 
between the things you think can happen and the things that you experience. 
While some magicians would like you to believe that they possess real magical 
powers, the true secret behind magic lies in clever psychological techniques that 
exploit limitations in the way our brains work. Many of these limitations are very 
counter-intuitive which is why we can experience the magical wonder of the 
impossible. 

How? Let’s start with the basics. Vision is our most trusted sense, and 
influences many of our thoughts and behaviours. In fact, vision is so important 
that we often don’t believe things until we see them with our own eyes. But it 
turns out that our visual experiences are far less reliable than we intuitively 
think. It’s relatively easy to distort your perceptual experience and these 
distortions become very apparent when we look at visual illusion.  

Visual illusions occur when there is a 
mismatch between your perceptual experience 
and the true state of the world. In the Müller-
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Lyer illusion, for example, the top line appears shorter than the bottom, 
although they are exactly the same length.  

 

Seeing the future 
We are often surprised by how these illusions deceive us, but it turns out 

that pretty much all of our perception is an illusion, whether we’re walking down 
the street or attempting to suss the latest card trick. Intuitively, we think of our 
eyes as simply capturing truthful images of the world. But in reality, our visual 
experience results from complex neuronal processes that make clever estimates 
about what the world is like. And as with all predictions, they are never 100% 
correct. This leads to errors, and it is these errors that magicians have mastered 
and exploit. 

For example, the vanishing ball illusion is one trick that colleagues and I 
have studied. In this trick, a magician throws a ball in the air a couple of times 
and then makes it seem to disappear by pretending to throw it again when in 
fact it remains secretly concealed inside his hand. What is surprising about this 
illusion is that most people – almost two thirds – experience an illusory ball 
being tossed up in the air at the third throw, even though it never leaves the 
magician’s hand. We experience this “ghost ball” because we see what we 
believe is going to happen, rather than what has actually taken place. The 
illusion shows that people perceive things that they believe will happen in the 
future, even when this belief is completely unfounded. 

Ignoring the present 
A further misconception about visual experience relates to the amount of 

detail that we think we are aware of. Intuitively we feel that we are aware of 
most of our surroundings, but this vivid and detailed subjective experience turns 
out to be another powerful illusion, equally counter-intuitive and therefore 
equally open to exploitation by magicians.  

Processing large amounts of information is computationally expensive: if 
you want to process lots of visual information, you need large brains. But large 
brains come at a cost, since they require large heads and lots of food to support 
them. So instead of evolving into creatures with humongous brains, we 
developed extremely efficient strategies that allow us to prioritise aspects of the 
environment that are of importance, while ignoring things that are less relevant.  

What this means is that unless you are paying close attention to 
something you simply won’t see it. Phenomena such as inattentional blindness 
or change blindness result from this, where people fail to spot very obvious 
changes simply because they don’t attend to them. These very powerful 
examples illustrate that if people are sufficiently distracted they can fail to see a 
gorilla even when one is right in front of their eyes. 
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Magicians frequently exploit these attentional limitations by misdirecting your 
attention and so preventing you from seeing their secret moves. In some of our 
research we have shown show how this can be used to prevent you from seeing 
fully visible events.  

In the lighter trick, for 
example, a magician is 
seated at a table across 
from the viewer (a). He 
picks up the lighter and 
flicks it on (c–f). He 
pretends to take the flame 
away and make it vanish, 
providing a gaze cue as 
misdirection away from his 

other hand. At (f), the lighter is visibly dropped into his lap (g–h). The lighter 
appears to have vanished. Although the lighter is dropped in full view, half of 
the viewers completely fail to see this happen because they are distracted. 

What this, and other tricks show, is that people often fail to see things even 
when they are looking straight at them. So don’t be so sure to trust your vision 
in the future. You never know what’s really happening. 
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